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rapidly from the Belgian side and stopped at the gate. A German officer alighted, and addressing the soldier, demanded passage for the car.
"That is impossible," said the soldier.
"But I demand that we shall pass/' insisted the officer. "The German Emperor himself is here, and he must be allowed to continue his journey into Holland."
The soldier disbelieved the improbable story that, the German Emperor wished to enter Holland, and said so, at the same time repeating that he had no permission to allow any German officer to pass through the gates. While the two were arguing, a second German officer descended from the car and came up.
" I wish to pass at once," he said. " You surely recognize me. I am the German Emperor." And as he spoke he faced the soldier, drawing himself up haughtily.
It was indeed the Kaiser, but the astounded soldier stuck to his point, intent only on the fulfilment of his duty.
"I see you are the Kaiser," he replied, "but my orders are to allow none to pass! "
" Who gave you those orders ? "
" My captain."
" Where is he ? "
"In the guard-room, over there," pointing to a white cottage a little way down the lane. "He is asleep at this hour."
" Call him instantly. Say that the German Emperor is here and must pass through the barrier."
" Very well. I will call him. . . . But first I must lock the gates," said the sturdy Dutchman.
The locks were secured, the captain was awakened,286                  r INDISCRETIONS'
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